
 

50,000 flight hours - Dornier 228 successfully deployed in air 

surveillance against maritime pollution 

 

OBERPFAFFENHOFEN / NORDHOLZ - March 23, 2023 

Operating successfully over the North and Baltic Seas, the two Dornier 228s, manufactured by 

the German aircraft manufacturer General Atomics AeroTec Systems, are used by 

Havariekommando and Marineflieger for oil monitoring. We can now celebrate a major 

milestone: the Dornier 228s have accumulated 50,000 flight hours - with many more are to 

come. 

Deployment of the Dornier 228 over North and Baltic Sea generates positive effect 

The Dornier 228 oil surveillance aircraft that fly daily over the North and Baltic Seas in search 

of illegal maritime pollution are celebrating 50,000 hours of flight. Marine surveillance has been 

conducted from the air since 1986, thereof many years were conducted by a Dornier 228. The 

goal of the surveillance flights is to find pollution in German waters and, if possible, identify the 

cause. Over 5,300 pollutant discharges have been found since the monitoring flights began. 

Thankfully the numbers have been declining over the years - a confirmation of the good work 

done by the aircraft and crews. 

When the Dornier 228 crew detects pollution in the sea, such as oil, they report it and, if 

necessary, start a procedure to collect evidence. The aircraft are equipped with numerous 

modern sensors, such as radar and infrared cameras, which play an important role in 

reconnaissance and evidence collection. 

In addition to daily surveillance tasks, the Havariekommando also uses the Dornier 228 aircraft 

primarily in the event of accidents at sea or other maritime damage situations. The most recent 

example was in December 2022 in the Kiel Canal near Brunsbüttel, where an oil spill had 

occurred. One of the Dornier 228s flew over the affected area several times to collect data and 

provide information on the situation to the Havariestab (Command centre).  

50,000 flight hours reached 

On March 23, the achievement of 50,000 flight hours was celebrated at the Naval Air Station 

Nordholz. Among the guests in attendance where the management from Dornier 228 

manufacturer General Atomics AeroTec Systems, who congratulated the representatives of 

Havariekommando and Marineflieger on this impressive milestone. The two Dornier 228 

aircraft are in almost daily service over the North and Baltic Seas. 

Versatile aircraft from Oberpfaffenhofen are in service worldwide 

The Dornier 228 is manufactured in Oberpfaffenhofen by German aircraft manufacturer 
General Atomics AeroTec Systems. The aircraft has been in production since 1981, has 
undergone continuous development and is equipped with state-of-the-art technology and 
equipment. Due to the aircraft's great performance and versatility, there are currently around 
150 Dornier 228s in service worldwide, where they are used for goods transport, 
reconnaissance, Medivac and surveillance flights, as well as special mission operations. The 
Dornier 228 also enjoys great popularity in passenger transport to this day. 

  



 

 

 

 

Über General Atomics AeroTec Systems: 

Der deutsche Flugzeughersteller General Atomics AeroTec Systems (GA-ATS) konzentriert sich am Standort 

Oberpfaffenhofen mit rund 400 Mitarbeitenden auf die Wartung und Instandsetzung von Geschäftsreiseflugzeugen 

und militärischen Helikoptern sowie die Produktion und Wartung der Dornier 228. Die General Atomics AeroTec 

Systems GmbH ist ein Tochterunternehmen der General Atomics Europe Gruppe und somit Teil des weltweit 

tätigen Verbundes von General Atomics. (www.ga-ats.com) 

 

Über General Atomics Europe: 

Die General Atomics Europe GmbH (GA-Europe) ist eine integrierte Technologie-Gruppe für Luftfahrt, Infrastruktur 

und Nachhaltigkeit mit Hauptsitz in Dresden. Das mittelständisch geprägte Unternehmen hält Beteiligungen an 

neun Tochterfirmen mit über 1.200 Mitarbeitenden. Das Leistungsspektrum umfasst neben den 

Geschäftsaktivitäten im Bereich Luftfahrt die Modernisierung und Instandhaltung von Schienenfahrzeugen, die 

thermische Behandlung und das Recycling von Batterien insbesondere im Bereich Elektromobilität, 

Spezialbauleistungen und Umweltsanierung, ingenieurtechnische Stahlbetonfertigteile, Umweltüberwachung und 

Wassertechnologie, sowie hochspezialisierte Projekte im Bereich von Technologiemetallen. Die GA-Europe hat 

ihre Wurzeln in der ehemaligen Spezialtechnik Dresden GmbH, die 1992 durch die Eigentümer des 

familiengeführten US-Unternehmen General Atomics übernommen worden war und seither konsequent 

weiterentwickelt wurde. (www.ga-europe.com) 

General Atomics ist ein weltweit agierender, amerikanischer Technologiekonzern mit mehr als 15.000 

Beschäftigten und hat seinen Hauptsitz in San Diego, Kalifornien. (www.ga.com) 
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